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AMAUROB1US C.L. KOCH, 1837 AND COELOTES BLACKWALL, 
1841, (ARACHNIDA, ARANEAE): PROPOSED PRESERVATION UNDER 
THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 1625 

By Herbert W. Levi {Museum of Comparative Zoology , Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.) and Otto Kraus (Natnr-Museum und Forschungs- 
Institut Senckenberg, Frankfurt a.M., Germany). 

1. The purpose of the present application is to ask that the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature use its plenary powers to suppress the 
generic names Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836, and Cavator Blackwall, 1840, and 
place them on the Official Index o f Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology, and place the generic names Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837, and 
Coelotes Blackwall, 1841, on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

2. The facts relating to this case have recently been summarized by Kraus 
(1962, Senckenbergiana biol. , 43 (2): 149-151), who points out that C. L. Koch 
twice introduced the name Amaurobius into literature, and that the date of one 
of these was probably 1836, not later as thought by many authors. In this 
report we rely on Kraus’ paper, as some of the evidence is not readily available. 

3. Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836 {in Panzer, Deutschlands Insekten , pub¬ 
lished by Herrich-Schaffer, Heft 141, 5-6; and in Herrich-Schaffer, Deutschlands 
Crustaceen, Myriapoden und Arachniden , Heft 8, 5-6). The dates of publication 
have always been in doubt, but Kraus believes, and cites evidence to indicate, 
that the papers cited above were published simultaneously on 1 October 1836. 
Two species, A. roscidus C. L. Koch, 1836, and A. tigrinus C. L. Koch, 1836, 
were originally included in Amaurobius on this occasion. These species have 
been interpreted by later authors (Canestrini and Pavesi, 1868 : 800; Thorell, 
1873: 437, 502; Simon, 1937: 1035) as belonging to the genus well known under 
the name Coelotes Blackwall, 1841, family agelenidae. 

One of the originally included species, A. roscidus , has been fixed as the 
type-species of this genus Amaurobius by F. O. Pickard-Cambridge [1902, 
Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (7) 9 : 20]. 

4. Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837, {Ubersicht des Arachnidensystems, 1 : 15). 
Seven nominal species were included on this occasion: A. roscidus, A. tigrinus, 
and five others, of which one, Clubiona atrox Latreille, 1806 [= Aranea fene - 
stralis Strom, 1768], was designated type-species by Thorell (1870, On European 
Spiders, p. 126). 

This is the sense in which the important and well-known name Amaurobius 
C. L. Koch, 1837, has always been in common use. 

5. According to Kraus, 1962, this type-designation by Thorell is invalid 
because it was of a nominal species originally not included in Amaurobius C. L. 
Koch, 1836. Following priority, Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836, with type 
A. roscidus, has to be used for the common European spiders previously placed 
in Coelotes Blackwall, 1841. The cribellate genus heretofore called Amaurobius 
by most authors would lose this name and, instead of it, take the oldest available 
name, Ciniflo Blackwall, 1840 [Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond ., 1 (8) : 66, and Ann. Mag. 
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nat. Hist., (I) 6 : 229]. For the family-group-name amaurobiidae the 
name ciniflonidae Blackwall, 1841 [Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond., 18 (4): 606] 
would have to be used. 

6 Name-changing according to (5) would be extremely unfortunate and 
would lead to hopeless confusion, as during the last sixty years the name 
Amaurobius and the family-name amaurobiidae have been used in 
virtually all pertinent literature for this common group of cribellate spiders. 
This includes Gerhardt and Kaestner, 1937 [in Kiikenthal’s Handbuch der 
Zoologie, 3 (2)]; Millot, 1949 (in Grasse, Traite de Zoologie , 6); Roewer, 1942 
(Katalog der Araneae); Bonnet, 1955 (Bibliographia Araneorum); numerous text¬ 
books; and the great majority of all authors. 

On the other hand, Kraus (1962) cites only the following few uses of Ciniflo : 
F. O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1902, Kulczynski, 1907; Lessert, 1910; Drensky, 1917, 
1929; Bristowe, 1939, 1958; Locket & Millidge, 1951, 1953, in the important 
“ Spiders of Great Britain ”, Cloudsley-Thompson, 1957; and Casemir, 1961. 

Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837, contains over 100 nominal species from all 
parts of the world. Many species are common. The combination Amaurobius 
fenestralis (Strom), as an example, has been used approximately 184 times 
between 1900 and 1961; the combination Ciniflo fenestralis only 15 times 
between 1900 and 1961 (for a common European spider). The combination 
Amaurobius bennetti (Blackwall) has been used about 30 times between 1900 and 
1961 for the common North American spider; it has never been placed in 
Ciniflo during this period. 

7. Coelotes Blackwall, 1841 [Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond., 18 (4) : 618] is the 
well-known name for the genus of agelenidae, which without action by the 
Commission, would have the name Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836 [see above 
(5)]. There is no difficulty with the type-species of this genus: only one species 
was originally included in Coelotes, Clubiona saxatilis Blackwall, 1833 [ = 
Drassus atropos Walckenaer, 1830], which consequently is its type-species by 
monotypy. 

8. The generic name Cavator Blackwall, 1840 [Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond., 1 
(8) : 66; and Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (1)6: 229] also is based on a single originally 
included species, which automatically becomes its type-species by monotypy: 
Clubiona saxatilis Blackwall, 1833. 

Cavator, then, proves to be a senior objective synonym of Coelotes and, 
following priority, Cavator would be the valid name for the genus in question 
after suppression of Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836. 

9. But the name Cavator has remained completely unused since its intro¬ 
duction into literature (there are only some citations in bibliographical indexes). 
In contrast, Coelotes is a very important name and has been in use continuously, 
with the exception of the few authors who used Amaurobius (in the sense of 
C. L. Koch, 1836). There cannot be any doubt that the long-forgotten name 
Cavator should be suppressed. By this action, in addition to the suppression 
of Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836 [i.e. stabilization of Amaurobius in the 
accustomed sense of C. L. Koch, 1837], the name Coelotes would be retained for 
a genus containing about 50 nominal Eurasian species, some of them very 
common. As an example, the combination Coelotes atropos (Walckenaer, 
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1830) has been used about 126 times during the period 1900-1961; Amaurobius 
atropos, only 8 times. 

10. Caelotes Blackwall, 1849 [Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (2) 4 : 276] is an unjusti¬ 
fied emendation of Coelotes and should be placed on the appropriate Official 
Index on this occasion. 

11. The family-group-name amaurobiidae Thorell, 1870 ( On 

European Spiders, pp. 119, 121, as amaurobiinae) is based on Amaurobius 
C. L. Koch, 1837. It is now proposed to place this name on the appropriate 
Official List, and to place the name ciniflonidae Blackwall, 1840 [Trans. 
Linn. Soc. Lond ., 18 (4) : 606] on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Family-Group-Names in Zoology, for it is based on Ciniflo Blackwall, 1840, 
a junior objective synonym of Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837. 

12. To sum up, strict application of priority would result in transfer of the 
well-known and important generic name Amaurobius , and the family-group- 
name amaurobiidae, from cribellate to ecribellate (agelenid) spiders.' In 
our opinion such action would be in conflict with the guiding principles of the 
Code as expressed in its Preamble, and would upset both stability and continuity. 

The present application, worked out by H. W. Levi and O. Kraus, is strongly 
supported by the following specialists in Arachnology: H. Exline, (Rolla, 
Missouri, U.S.A.); W. J. Gertsch (American Museum of Natural History, 
New York, U.S.A.); H. Homann, (Gottingen, Germany); G. H. Locket (Stock- 
bridge, Hampshire, U.K.); A. F. Millidge (Coulsdon, Surrey, U.K.); H. Wiehle 
(Dessau, Anh., Germany). 

13. To summarize, we ask the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature to take the following action: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress for purposes of the Law of Priority 

and for those of the Law of Homonymy the following generic name: 

Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836; in Panzer, Deutschlands Insekten , pub¬ 
lished by Herrich-Schaffer, Heft 141, 5-6; and in Herrich-Schaffer, 

Deutschlands Crustaceen, Myriapoden und Arachniden , Heft 8, 5-6; 

(2) to use its plenary powers to suppress for purposes of the Law of Priority 

but not for those of the Law of Homonymy the following generic name: 

Cavator Blackwall, 1840, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond., 1 (8) : 66; and Ann. 

Mag. nat. Hist., (1) 6 : 229; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following 

names: 

(a) Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837, Vbersicht des Arachnidensystems, 

1:15, (gender : masculine) type-species Clubiona atrox Latreille 
1806, by subsequent designation by Thorell, 1870; 

(b) Coelotes Blackwall, 1841, Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond., 18 (4): 618, 

(gender : masculine) type-species Clubiona saxatilis Blackwall, 
1833, by monotypy; 

(4) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following 

names: 

(a) fenestralis, Aranea, Strom, 1768, Trondh. Selsk. Skr., 4 : 362; 

- c;. .(b) atropos, Drassus, Walckenaer, 1830, Fame frangaise, Araneides, 
t '.L v . 1* : * ) <27 n c*\i71 V-. ...NJ- 
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(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 

Zoology the following names: 

(a) Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1836, as requested in(l) of this application; 

(b) Cavator Blackwall, 1840, as requested in (2) of this application; 

(c) Ciniflo Blackwall, 1840, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond., 1, (8) : 66, and Ann. 

Mag. nat. Hist., (1) 6 : 229, a junior objective synonym of 
Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837; 

(d) Caelotes Blackwall, 1849, Ann Mag. nat. Hist., (2) 4 : 276, an 

unjustified emendation of the name Coelotes Blackwall, 1841; 

(6) to place on the Official List of Family-Group-Names in Zoology the 

following name: 

amaurobiinae Thorell, 1870, On European Spiders , pp. 119, 121, 
(type-genus Amaurobius C. L. Koch, 1837); 

(7) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group- 

Names in Zoology the following name: 

ciniflonidae Blackwall, 1840, Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond., 18 (4) : 606 
(type-genus Ciniflo Blackwall, 1840). 


